
GYVLON SCREED AFTERCARE FOR THE CUSTOMER AND THE FLOOR FINISH CONTRACTOR 
 
It is essential with any type of screed that when adhering a floor finishing that the screed 
sub-base is correctly prepared in order to create a good, sound bond. In order to do this, 
please stick to the four steps below.  
 
Laitence Removal 
 
When GYVLON screeds hardens after Two days, it forms a skin called laitance due to the 
water activity within.  
 

1. The laitance or skin on the top of the screed is less than .5mm. When removed, it 
takes the form of low-level dust. You will know when you have removed the skin as 
the aggregate will become exposed like concrete. 

2. Laitence needs to be removed if the floor finishing is to be adhered to the screed. By 
removing the laitance, you will provide the floor finishing adhesive with a good key. 
If floating a floor finishing such as timber or laminate then there is no requirement to 
remove the laitence 

3. Remove after ten days of laying the screed. If you try and remove earlier then you 
may find that the laitance is a bit damp and could clog the pads 

4. Remove using a preparation machine. Either copper or diamond pads will be 
sufficient. 

5. Removal of the laitance will allow the moisture to leave the screed quicker and will 
decrease the drying times. 

 
Drying 
 

1. The rate of drying is 1mm per day up to 40mm. Upwards of 40mm, the screed dries 
at a rate of .5mm per day. 

2. The Screed can be force dried with the use of underfloor heating after seven days of 
laying which will radically reduce the drying times. The underfloor heating must be 
started on the lowest setting and each day, gradually increase the temperature. Do 
not turn the UFH on full straight away or too quickly as you will risk damaging the 
integrity of the screed. The environment can also help the screed to dry quicker, 
warmth and ventilation. Force drying with the air around the screed must also be 
done after the seven-day point. 

3. Moisture content MUST be checked before laying your floor finishing. This is best 
done with a Moisture Content Reader. Depending on the type of reader you use, the 
readings below are what your screed must achieve: 

• 0.5 Wet Water Weight 

• 75% Residual Humidity 
 
Note. If you lay your finishing’s whilst the moisture content is to high then you risk 
the moisture lifting the adhesive as it tries to leave the screed just like a sand and 
cement screed. 
 
 



 
 
 

Priming 
 

1. If adhering a floor finishing, the screed will need two coats of Acrylic primer in order 
to provide a good bond between the screed and the finishing adhesive. The first coat 
is to seal the screed and the second coat is to give a tacky adhesion. 

2. Primer must be diluted with clean water in line with packaging instructions 
 
Tile Adhesive 
 

1. If tiling, you MUST use a Gypsum based tile adhesive. Do not use a cement-based 
adhesive. This screed is gypsum based so just like when plastering, you can gypsum 
plaster over cement render but you cannot cement render over gypsum plaster. 

 


